
Inspire (for parents) 

Our last round of “Jesus Loves Me” complete, 
my husband and I were inches from closing 
the door of our daughter Jalynn’s room when 
she asked one more question. Thinking it was 
just another attempt to stall bedtime, I almost 
ignored her. But she asked again, her three-
year-old voice so quiet I couldn’t make out her 
words. Curious, I relented, walked back into 
the room, and knelt next to her bed. “Mommy,” 
Jalynn asked, pressing her baby hands to her 
forehead, “Can you touch my head and say, 
‘Jesus bless you with His shiny face’?” My 
demeanor dissolved as I placed my hand on 
her forehead and prayed.

The next morning was hectic. 
Jalynn decided she couldn’t walk 
down the stairs without Mommy’s 
help. Next a friend called and 
invited us to join her at the beach. 
As I finally backed the car out of 
the driveway an hour later, I knew 
I should pray. My mind was hurried 
and my insides a knot. I’d forced 
out a few words when Jalynn 
interrupted from the backseat, 
asking, “Can I pray?” 

Every prayer I’d ever heard 
Jalynn speak always started with, 

“Jesus, thank you for … .” But this time her 
prayer was different. “Jesus, bless Mommy and 
Daddy, bless baby Malakye and cousin Kenna, 
… .” I melted when I heard the word “bless.” For 
the first time I realized her prayer was so much 
more than the words of a child mimicking her 
parents; it was a powerful petition to a loving 
God.

God answered Jalynn’s prayer, and we were 
given blessings both simple and extraordinary 
that day.  

by Sharron Jackson

Equip (for parents)
In 1 Kings 3:12, God tells Solomon, “I will 
do what you have asked. I will give you a 
wise and discerning heart, so that there 
will never have been anyone like you, nor 
will there ever be.” Solomon desired to 
lead the Israelites with good judgment, 
so he asked God for wisdom. Because 
God was pleased with Solomon’s 
request (and had been pleased 
with Solomon’s father, David), He 
blessed Solomon with a richness 
of wisdom that truly has not 
been surpassed in human 
history. Many people have 
been enlightened not only by 
Solomon’s writings in the book of 
Proverbs, but also the legends of his quick-
witted decision making, such as the wise 
ruling over a child in 1 Kings 3:16–28. 

In the original language, the word “wise” 
in Hebrew is chakam, which can be defined 
as: shrewd, crafty, or cunning. Solomon’s 
leadership was indeed chakam; he was clever 
and shrewd. Although Solomon might have 
been shrewd in his jurisprudence, he was 
often unwise in his personal life—especially 
in his later years. As we read through the 
account of Solomon’s life in Scripture, we 
might shake our heads and wonder how 
someone so blessed with wisdom by such a 
generous God would make the foolish choice 
to disobey God’s laws. 

Solomon’s life is a cautionary example to 
those who desire and receive wisdom from 
God to continually give thanks to Him for the 
gift they’ve received. Solomon possessed 
chakam, but he turned away from the God 
who blessed him with it, which turned out to 
be the biggest folly of all. 

Support 
(for parents & kids)

 Just for fun, we suggest gathering 
some spare change and an empty jar. Then 
together read through the biblical account of 
Solomon’s young life in 1 Kings 2:1–4 and 
3:5–14. After you have read the passage, 
explain to your children that, just like God 
blessed Solomon, He continues to bless 
each one of us. Invite your children to list the 
blessings God has given them and your family. 
Each time someone names a blessing, take 
one coin and put it into the empty jar. When you 
have finished listing blessings, explain to your 
children that our response to so much blessing 
is to worship and thank God. Have them take 
the jar of change to church this week and give 
it to God as a way to worship Him.

When you are finished, share with your 
children that what they just heard is a part of 
The Big God Story in the Bible, and that they 
will hear it in church this week. Close your time 
by praying and thanking God for the many 
blessings He has given each one of you. 

ELEMENTARY
KIDS & FAMILIES “I am the way and the 

truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father 

except through me. If you 

really knew me, you would 

know my Father as well. 

From now on, you do know 

him and have seen him.” 

John 14:6–7

REMEMBER vERsE 

Getting Started
Scripture:  I Kings 1—6 (Solomon, Part I)

Main Point:  God Blesses

This resource is designed to allow your family to 

have time in God’s Word before your children 

attend church. Because God’s plan is for parents 

to be the spiritual nurturers of their children’s faith, 

we know that as you grow spiritually, your children 

will grow spiritually as well.
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