
Inspire (for parents) 

“Mom, can I have friends over?” Growing up, 
I didn’t get to have friends over very often. 
My mom never felt like our house was good 
enough to entertain. Though our house was 
always clean, it was small, and the furniture 
was used. As a kid, it didn’t matter to me. It was 
my home, and I wanted to fill it with people I 
enjoyed. Then I grew up and created my own 
home and family .

Now my children ask, “Mom, can we have 
friends over?” I scan the house before I 
answer. I notice the tattered furniture and the 
stained carpet, and I am embarrassed. I reply, 
“The house is a mess!” 

“Mom, that’s why our friends 
like to come over here,” my 
daughter informs me. “They don’t 
care what the house looks like. At 
our house, they feel comfortable. 
They have fun!” I’ve learned a lot 
from my children. 

I think sometimes I do the 
same thing with God. I feel like I 
can never be “good enough” to 
entertain the King. I worry too 
much about getting everything 
in my life in order, and I forget my 

heart is already His home. I forget He is my 
Good Shepherd, and He cares for me. I forget 
He modeled for me what a king is supposed to 
be—a shepherd who takes care of His people. 

God, the King of Kings, wants me to know 
that He feels comfortable, and wants to be at 
home in my heart. 

 by Janet Lee

Equip (for parents)

In 2 Samuel 7:2, David said, “Here I am, living in 
a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains 
in a tent.” David was so overcome with love 
and respect for God, he wanted to build 
Him a house. God refused and, instead, 
promised something much greater than 
what David had in mind—that Christ, 
the Savior of all mankind, would come 
through David’s family line. Second 
Samuel 7:11–17 describes God’s covenant 
with David. Although the word “covenant” does 
not appear in this passage, David uses it many 
times in the Psalms to describe this experience 
in 2 Samuel.

Through God’s covenant with David, we see 
God had a plan far beyond anything David could 
ever imagine. God’s plan was far reaching, 
masterfully crafted, and motivated by love. 
We know this because Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled God’s covenant with David. 
Christ is the ultimate King, forever. And Christ is 
love incarnate.

It’s important for us to remember that God 
has a sovereign plan for our children, too. We 
may get discouraged by where they are in life 
or by the choices they are making. Perhaps 
our own human ambitions and dreams for our 
children keep us from seeing the Lord’s plan 
for their lives. Or maybe His plan just seems 
fuzzy. 

God has a unique heart for each of His 
children. We can begin to partner with Him    
by coming to Him and asking “Lord, please 
show me your heart for my children. Help 
me to understand what role you want me to 
play in accomplishing your plan in them.” 

Support  
(for parents & kids)

Sometime this week, create an environment 
for your children that will help them engage 
with the passage they are about to hear.

 Just for fun, we suggest building a 
tent with your kids out of sheets and chairs. 
Explain to your children that, in David’s time, 
God’s Spirit resided inside a tent (within the ark 
of the covenant). Then crawl inside and read 
the biblical account of the Davidic covenant in 
2 Samuel 7:1–16. 

When you have finished reading, think of a 
question that reflects on what you just read 
such as, “Why didn’t God want David to build 
Him a house?” Or, “What did God promise 
David?”

Share with your children that what they just 
heard is a part of The Big God Story in the 
Bible, and they will hear it in church this week. 
Ask your children if they have any thoughts or 
questions about what they just heard. End your 
time together by praying for God to show each 
of you His special plans for your life. Pray you 
would have the courage to follow the plans He 
has for you. 

ELEMENTARY
KIDS & FAMILIES “I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. If 

you really knew me, you would 

know my Father as well. From 

now on, you do know him and 

have seen him.” John 14:6–7

REMEMBER vERsE 

Getting Started
Scripture:  2 Samuel 2; 5—7 (King David)

Main Point:  God Is Sovereign

This resource is designed to allow your family to 

have time in God’s Word before your children 

attend church. Because God’s plan is for parents 

to be the spiritual nurturers of their children’s faith, 

we know that as you grow spiritually, your children 

will grow spiritually as well.
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… He is my Good 
sHepHerd, and He 
cares for me.
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